
Advanced Placement (AP) Exams  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

➢ What are AP Exams? 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) exams are offered by the College Board, and are administered at 
Scarsdale High School.  Administration occurs over a two week period in early/mid May, and 
respective exams must be administered on specific dates during that time. 

 
➢ How are AP Exams scored? 

 
AP Exams are scored on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the highest possible score.  According to the 
College Board, nearly 60% of exam takers earn a score of a '3' or higher. 

 
➢ Do Colleges require AP Exams for admissions? 

 
For students applying to colleges and universities in the United States, AP Exams are NOT a 
required component of a student's admission file (Please note that they are required for some 
International institutions.)  A small number of schools practice a test-flexible policy, where AP 
scores may be used in lieu of other standardized exams.  

 
➢ What are the benefits of AP Exams? 

 
Many colleges do allow students to earn college credit through AP exams, while some will not 
accept AP scores for credit.   As always, students should check with the individual school for their 
specific AP requirements.  The link below provides an initial search, although we strongly 
encourage students to examine school specific websites directly, as there are often nuances to 
their policies. 

 
AP Credit Policy Search 

 

● Generally speaking (when allowed by the institution), AP scores can be used to obtain 
credits that may be used to fulfill core requirements. For some students, this may mean 
having a lighter academic courseload during a given semester.  

● Please note that at some institutions, the required score may NOT be used for credit but 
rather for course advancement (i.e. taking a more advanced course instead of the 
introductory one).  

 
As with any other academic decision, we strongly encourage students to communicate with their 
respective teacher(s) and/or Dean.  Whether or not students take an exam should be considered in 
light of their overall school and extracurricular commitments, and in the case of seniors, their 
intended post-secondary destination.  As always, we are here to answer any questions and to 
support you moving forward. 
 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies

