
Greenacres Building Committee Meeting Tuesday, October 3, 2017 
 
Summary 
 
The fifth meeting of the Greenacres Building Committee was held on Tuesday, October 3 at 3:30 
pm in the old multipurpose room at Edgewood School, in order to conduct a “field visit” to see 
how construction is being managed at another Scarsdale elementary school while school is in 
session. The meeting was attended by 20 committee members, comprised of parents, community 
members, staff, Board members, and administrators, with Stuart Mattey, Assistant 
Superintendent for Business and Facilities, presiding. Also in attendance were Edgewood 
Principal Dr. Scott Houseknecht, Head Custodian John Antonicelli, and PTA President Sara 
Farnsworth. 
 
Dr. Houseknecht reviewed construction projects underway or completed so far at Edgewood, and 
the precautions taken that have enabled the school to operate in safety and comfort while 
construction was taking place. Dr. Houseknecht then led the Committee on a tour of the interior 
of the building near where construction is underway, and outside around the perimeter of the 
construction site. He noted that modified drop-off procedures, with additional locations and staff 
monitoring,  have worked well in alleviating traffic flow and safety concerns. 
The Committee then considered various aspects of air and mold monitoring. John Trenholm, 
Director of Facilities, reviewed the methodology employed by the outside expert (including 
internal/external readings that took into account barometric pressure and wind currents, as well 
as sensory analyses), and the report submitted, which concluded that there was no interior mold 
colonization. Mr. Trenholm noted that the professional-grade dehumidifier recommended by the 
architects is to address high humidity levels only, as there are no leaks or seepage.  
 
Next, the Committee discussed parking and traffic flow solutions with BBS  and Park East 
representatives, considering the addition of angled parking along Huntington Avenue to relieve 
congestion on Putnam, and the positioning of the construction staging area vis-à-vis the 
children’s playground area and access to the field. It was noted that the playground is on 
Village/Town property. Constructing a second playground near Brewster was discussed as an 
option. 
 
The Committee discussed contingency plans, and the possibility of using portable classrooms to 
or provide swing space, or house one or two grade levels (4th and/or 5th grade) due to concerns 
about their proximity to the noise of construction. It was noted that although the 4th and 5th grade 
classrooms are closest to the construction area, their windows all face in the opposite direction.  
 
It was reported that the cost of placement, installation and removal of the portable classrooms 
(about $1.5 million) would be included in the bond, but that rental of the portables would have to 
be covered by the annual budget (about $350 thousand for an eight-classroom modular unit). It 
was noted that the portables require SED approval and would need to be placed into the approval 
process well in advance of the other bond projects. The Committee examined the pros and cons 
of portable classrooms – weighing the safety/comfort factor of removing students from a 
construction area, and the ability to provide contingency space in the event of construction 



delays, against the disruption and isolation of moving students and teachers away from the main 
building, plus safety concerns about moving students between modular classrooms and the 
activities taking place inside the main building. 
 
Next Steps and Recommendations  

● The Committee recommends that there be a full cleanout of basement areas prior to 
installation of  the dehumidifier; also, check to see if the new dehumidifier system will 
penetrate to dirt crawlspaces. 

● BBS will work with the Village on angled parking options and construction staging area 
situating, and the feasibility of constructing a new playground and closing off the present 
one for the duration of construction, and report back to the Committee. 

● Greenacres Principal Sharon Hill will meet with faculty to discuss their views on the pros 
and cons of modular classroom use during construction, and report back to the 
Committee. 

● The Committee recommends that air conditioners be installed in classrooms near 
construction so that windows do not need to be opened, alleviating noise concerns. 


