
To the Scarsdale Community:
 
On behalf of your Scarsdale Board of Education, we write to advise you of the 
status of ongoing discussions regarding facilities needs and planning for the 
District's schools and to advise of next steps, including an upcoming Special Board 
Meeting on Monday, November 6, 2017 at which facilities plans will be 
discussed and the Board will be listening to public comments. If you have not 
already become engaged in this conversation, or even if you already have, I urge 
you to join the Board on November 6th in Rooms 170-72 of the Scarsdale High 
School beginning at 6:30 P.M.
 
As you likely know, the Board of Education has been discussing a plan to address 
the facilities needs for the schools in our District. We anticipate seeking 
community approval via a vote on a bond referendum in a few months to finance 
substantial needed facilities work in our schools to both preserve and enhance the 
learning environment for our students. While the precise scope of the projects 
remains under discussion, the Board anticipates addressing much needed work at 
Greenacres Elementary School, as well as prioritized health and safety work across 
all of our buildings in the District. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to bring the community up-to-date as to where the 
Board is in this process and to remind the community how it can become and 
remain informed about the anticipated bond. Since our last letter to the community, 
the Board has continued to work closely with the Administration, community 
groups and committees and its consultants to formulate a bond proposal that 
addresses the District's long term needs in a prudent way, taking into account 
educational goals and the necessary prioritization of the needed work. The Board 
has reviewed extensive reports concerning the condition and needed work on our 
fields, buildings and infrastructure such as boilers and roofs. Each of these reports 
are posted on the Board of Education website along with a wealth of other 
information tracing the history of this process.
 
Over many months, the Board has been listening to extensive Administration, 
consultant, and community comment about the proposed scope of the bond. The 
Greenacres Building Committee, comprised of parents, teachers, administrators, 
community members and Board members, has been working hard and has 
provided a number of recommendations to enhance the work initially proposed for 
Greenacres. These recommendations have included specific proposals for 
enhanced monitoring and security during construction and more substantive design 
and project scope changes to enhance the Greenacres learning environment. The 



District-Wide Facilities Committee, with similar diverse representation, has been 
discussing District-wide priorities, including the possibility of air conditioning 
District buildings to various degrees. The Board has not yet made any decisions on 
these issues. The work of these committees, as well as Administrative 
recommendations and educational goals, have informed, and will continue to 
inform, the Board's ongoing facilities work and discussions.  
 
While there is an abundance of information available to the community on our 
website, I would urge the community to watch in particular the broad-based and 
extensive discussion that took place during our October 23rd Board meeting. There 
you will find presentations concerning the educational rationale for the current 
scope of the bond projects, as well as the Board's discussion about project priorities 
and long term financial and facilities planning. These presentations and discussions 
show not only the importance that the Board attaches to its determinations, but also 
show the Board's commitment to open and informed communication about what is 
needed and when.
 
The scope of the anticipated bond remains under discussion. Over the course of the 
next few weeks, the Board will be receiving further recommendations and advice 
from the Greenacres Building and District-wide Committees, as well as our 
consultants and the Administration. Discussions will continue regarding the scope 
of proposed work that would be included in this bond proposal as well as long term 
facilities and financial planning.  We will be reviewing SEQRA environmental and 
other issues relevant to implementing a major construction project of this 
type.  We would urge you to be informed and to communicate with the Board with 
questions and/or comments as we move forward.  Your Board is committed to 
open dialogue and hearing from all who desire to be heard. 
 
We again invite you to our November 6th Special Meeting at 6:30 P.M.  As with 
our recent meetings with the Greenacres PTA and Greenacres Neighborhood 
Association, there will be a short status update of the existing Committee work and 
scope options, followed by the opportunity for public comment. We expect as the 
project scope proposal finalizes over the next month or so, we will have other open 
Board meetings and at least one public forum before the Board adopts a bond 
proposal and multiple subsequent community presentations to inform the 
community of the Board's ultimate proposal to the community. 
 
Your Board of Education looks forward to continued discussion and dialogue with 
the community. As a reminder once again, you can attend our public meetings and/
or forums, monitor and review our website postings, or e-mail the Board 
at boardofed@scarsdaleschools.org. The abundance of information posted on our 
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website remains the best source for complete and accurate information concerning 
the status of the facilities discussions.
 
We hope to see you on November 6th at 6:30 P.M. in Rooms 170-172 of the High 
School and our future meetings and forums.
 
Sincerely,
  
William J. Natbony
President
Scarsdale Board of Education
 
Scott E. Silberfein
Vice-President
Scarsdale Board of Education


