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Purpose: to review the information you learned from the video. 
 
Directions: While you are watching Ken Burns’s The Civil War, put a check next to the 
statements as you hear them.  When the clip is finished, work with your pod and put a check in 
the boxes next to statements that you believe will cause the nation problems as the country 
tries to unite after the Civil War.  
 
 

 Both the North and the South held just as sacred convictions about why they were 
fighting.  [Both sides had strong beliefs about why they were fighting.] 

 At the end of the war, Southerners have a deep sense of defeat. 
 It is not true that, “we Americans have never lost a war.” 
 In 1865, the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery was passed and at the same time the 

KKK (a group that believed in white supremacy) was formed. 
 In 1860 there were 31 million people living in America, mostly on farms. 
 By 1865 life had completely changed.  Many southern cities were in ruins. 
 Abe Lincoln is reelected for a second term as president of the United States.  His 

major challenge is to reunite the nation.  
 The end of the Civil War marked both an ending and a beginning in American history. 
 Sherman was the first truly modern general.  He waged war against civilians. 
 Sherman’s march from Atlanta, Georgia to Savannah burned and destroyed anything 

of use. 
 62,000 northern troops were on the move. 
 They butchered cattle for food, tore up the rail lines and plundered homes. 
 “No living thing was found in Sherman’s tracks” – Mary Chestnut 
 The northern troops made bonfires of worthless Confederate currency. 
 The atrocities were not limited to what the North had done to the South.  Union 

soldiers were soon to see first hand the horrors of the Southern prisoner of war camp, 
Andersonville. 

 As the war neared its end a southern general said, “it is better to fight to the death, 
better to die thousands of deaths, than to submit to the North and its Negro allies.” 

 
 
During Reconstruction the nation faced the challenge of rebuilding and reuniting after the Civil 
War.  There were social, economic, political and physical challenges to Reconstruction.  Label 
the above challenges with an S for social, E for economic, P for political, and H for physical.  
Think: Are there other kinds of challenges that don’t fall into those categories? 
 

When class is over, put this away in your folder. 

 


