
Due Friday, 12/23 
644 – 648, a – k: 
a. Gilded Age: the time period after the Civil War, between the 1870s and 

1890s.  Gilded is to coat with a thin layer of gold, and the term Gilded Age 
suggests that beneath the glamour of society, there were serious 
problems. 

b. Spoils system / patronage: the spoils system, also known as patronage, is 
the practice of rewarding political supporters with jobs in the government.  
This led to unqualified people having jobs in the government. 

c. James Garfield: Garfield was elected president in 1880.  He was shot by a 
supporter who thought Garfield should give him a post within the 
government for loyal support. 

d. Pendleton Act / Civil Service Commission: After Garfield was assassinated, 
Congress passed the Pendleton Act, which created the Civil Service 
Commission.  Civil Service is a system that includes most government jobs 
(excluding elected, judicial and military) and the Pendleton Act made sure 
that people were qualified for those jobs.    

e. Interstate Commerce Commission: government agency set up to stop the 
monopolistic practices of railroads like rebates and pooling.  

f. William Tweed: the “boss” of New York City political life in the 1860s and 
1870s who cheated NYC out of more than $100 million.  

g. Thomas Nast: the political cartoonist who used his art to expose the 
corruption of Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall, the political machine of the 
NYC Democrats.  Nast also despised the Democrats for their treatment of 
African Americans. 

h. Progressive: term for a reformer who tried to make society a better place.  
Progressives were interested in the public interest and tried to create 
reforms.   

i. Primary: an election in which voters, instead of party leaders, choose their 
party’s candidate.  Voters now had the power to choose their candidates 
for local, state and federal elections. 

j. Initiative: the ability of citizens to introduce laws and put them in front 
of state legislatures.  A part of La Follette’s Wisconsin Idea. 



k. Recall: the process through which people can vote to remove an elected 
official.  This made it easier to get rid of corrupt officials.   

 
Due Wednesday, 1/4 
644 – 648, l-n, 1-5:  

l. 16th Amendment: This allowed the federal government to collect an 
income tax.  Progressives wanted a graduated tax, where different 
incomes are taxed at different levels.  

m. Muckraker: the word for a person who uses the media to show the 
problems in society.  Progressives tried to create reforms based on 
these problems.  

n. Corruption: “dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power, 
typically involving” personal gain.  Many politicians during the Gilded Age 
were corrupt. 

• Respond to the following, with details, using complete sentences: 
1. Corruption at the city and federal level both involved the giving of jobs 

to loyal supporters.  Corruption at both levels also meant that 
powerful people used their influence to steal money.  President Grant 
had the Credit Mobilier scandal, Tweed stole millions from NYC.    

2. One federal effort to prevent corruption was the creation of the 17th 
Amendment, which allowed for people to directly elect their senators.  
Before, senators were chosen by state legislatures and many wealthy, 
powerful people were able to become senators.  Another federal effort 
to prevent corruption was the creation of the Civil Service, which made 
sure that people had to take a test to qualify for many government 
jobs.  This worked to eliminate patronage. 

3. Political bosses were popular with the poor because bosses would 
support poor people by handing out turkeys at holidays and coal in 
winter.  Bosses would often find jobs for the poor.  In return, bosses 
expected the poor to vote for the boss or the boss’s candidate.   

4. Battling Bob La Follette’s Wisconsin Idea gave power to the people in 
many ways, including through the primary, in which people had the 
power to choose their candidate; through the initiative, wherein people 



had the power to introduce a law; and through the referendum, in 
which people could vote directly on a law.  

5.  
 Problem Method 

Jacob 
Riis 

The urban poor lived in dirty, 
overcrowded, even dangerous 
conditions 

Riis wrote How the Other 
Half Lives in which he wrote 
about and took pictures of the 
lives of the urban poor 

Ida 
Tarbell 

John D Rockefeller used 
ruthless tactics to drive 
competitors out of business 
and monopolize the oil industry 

Tarbell wrote The History of 
the Standard Oil Company to 
expose Rockefeller’s ways 

Upton 
Sinclair 

The processes used in meat 
factories were unsanitary and 
dangerous 

Sinclair wrote The Jungle, in 
which he described the 
methods and conditions in 
meat-packing factories 

 
Due Thursday, 1/5 
649 - 655 
a. Theodore Roosevelt (before he was president): TR was in the NY state 

legislature, served on a Civil Service Commission, headed NYC’s police and 
became Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 

b. Roosevelt’s Square Deal: TR promised Americans a Square Deal when he 
ran for president in 1904 – he said everyone from farmers and consumers to 
workers and owners would have the same chance at success.   

c. Conservation: the protection of natural resources.  Theodore Roosevelt 
took action to protect nature.  He created the US Forest Service and 
national parks.   

d. National parks: a natural area protected and managed by the federal 
government. TR had thousands of acres set aside for these parks.   

e. The Jungle: Upton Sinclair’s shocking novel about the conditions of 
meatpacking led Roosevelt to make a report showing those conditions 
public.   



f. New Freedom: When Woodrow Wilson became president in 1913 he promised 
to ensure fair competition and put in place his “New Freedom” program to 
stop unfair business practices.   

1. Theodore Roosevelt believed that there were good trusts and bad trusts, 
and he wanted to bust the bad trusts that cheated the public and used 
unfair business tactics.  This is why he’s called “trustbuster.” 

2. Congress created the Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug 
Act because the public needs to be protected from unsanitary foods, 
harmful chemicals and unknown ingredients. 

3. Taft can be considered a progressive because he broke up more trusts 
than TR, approved rules for safer mines, and signed laws giving government 
workers an eight-hour workday.  However, his reputation was not 
progressive because he raised tariffs and lessened conservation laws. 

4. In the Election of 1912 Woodrow Wilson ran as a Democrat, William 
Howard Taft ran as a Republican, and Theodore Roosevelt ran as an 
independent.  Roosevelt was disappointed with Taft and wanted the 
Republican nomination.  When he didn’t get it, he created a new party, the 
Progressive Party (aka Bull Moose Party). While Taft and Roosevelt 
combined to get more votes than Wilson, Wilson won more than each 
individually (around 40%).   
 

Due Friday, 1/6 
656 – 659, 1-h 
a. Seneca Falls Convention: a convention in 1848 that is considered the 

beginning of the movement to gain the right to vote for women. 
b. Susan B. Anthony: One of the original founders of the National Woman 

Suffrage Association.  She was arrested for voting in 1872.  
c. Elizabeth Cady Stanton: One of the organizers of the Seneca Falls 

Convention, she worked her whole life to gain women the right to vote.   
d. Suffragists: People who worked for the right to vote.  They had success 

with the passage of the 19th Amendment. 
e. Suffrage: the right to vote, usually applies to women voting.   



f. Carrie Chapman Catt: led the battle for statewide voting for women.  State 
in the Midwest and West gave women voting rights before the 19th 
Amendment.   

g. Alice Paul: Used tactics like hunger strikes and marches to gain support 
for women’s voting rights.    

h. 19th Amendment: the Amendment ratified in 1920 that gave women the right 
to vote and doubled the number of people eligible to vote in the United 
States. 
 

 


