
 
Directions: Examine the following introductions. Circle the thesis statements. Underline the 
words that you think you should use in your introduction to make it stronger. Put a star (✭) 
over the facts that are “outside information” (information that is not in the historical 
context box on the first page of the DBQ). See if they start broad and narrow down. Rank 
them either “Excellent,” “Good,” “Satisfactory” or “Needs Improvement.” 

 
There have always been problems in society. In the 
years between the Civil War and the Roaring 
Twenties, the rise of industry, a massive influx of 
immigrants, and changes in agriculture brought 
drastic change and many problems to American 
society. Something needed to be done. Individuals 
and groups began to work together to solve the 
challenges faced by the United States. The people 
wanted to change the quality of life for the workers 
and wanted to put political power back in the 
hands of the people. They used various methods to 
implement their goals.  
 
 

Throughout the history of America, people have been working to make the United States a better 

place. During the late 19th and early 20th century, many of these reformers united in their belief 

that the problems of the United States could be solved. These people had many goals and used many 

methods to bring about change in society. 



Poverty. Corruption. Decimation of natural resources. These are 
just some of the problems that the United States faced at the 
turn of the twentieth century. Society was faced with social, 
economic, and political challenges that needed to be addressed. 
Many people and groups of people began to believe that they 
could solve the problems of society. Progressives wanted to 
improve working conditions and address government corruption 
and used several methods to achieve their goals.  
 
  
When the founding fathers signed their name to the 
Declaration of Independence, they could not have 
known what their country would look like by the early 
twentieth century. The small farmer of whom Jefferson 
was so fond was no more. Farms were huge places, with 
little room for the idealistic immigrant. The West had 
been conquered, in fact “closed,” by 1890. Cities were 
growing at unprecedented rates. The economy had 
shifted from agrarian to industrial. This was an era of 
change, and there were many problems that came with 
it. Fortunately, there were reformers willing to take on 
these problems. Reformers wanted to improve the 
environment and the treatment of laborers. They went 
about this in different ways. 
 



“Few will have the greatness to bend history itself; but,” said Robert 
Kennedy, “each of us can work to change a small portion of events, and 
in the total of all those acts will be written the history of this generation.” 
While Kennedy was speaking in 1966, his words could also apply to the 
actions of those Americans who sought to create change in the time 
period between 1865 and 1914. The United States changed profoundly 
in the late 19th and early 20th century. Farms were huge 
conglomerates, with little room for the idealistic immigrant. The West 
had been “closed” by 1890. Cities grew at extraordinary rates. The 
United States became the largest industrial producer in the world. This 
was an age of change, and there were many unaddressed problems. 
Fortunately, there were reformers who worked “to change a small 
portion of events.” Those reformers defined their generation and 
became known collectively as Progressives. These reformers worked to 
eliminate corruption in government and alleviate urban poverty; they 
used many different methods to reach their goals. 
 

 
If your group finishes before other groups, silently work to write 
your own introduction paragraph or organize your DBQ essay. 

 


