
8th Grade Summer Reading List 2019 

 

REQUIRED READING BY HOUSE 
Three (3) books total 

 

Butler, Cooper, & 
Fountain 
 

● One (1) dystopian book from the list below (pp. 3-4) 
● Two (2) additional books, any genre. See following list for 

recommendations. 

 Popham    
● The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine 
● The Wave by Todd Strasser 
● One (1) additional book. See following list for recommendations.  

 CHOICE  

● Lyddie by Katherine Paterson (It is strongly suggested that 
students read this book later in the summer. The content of the 
book will be assessed and heavily tied into class content in 
September) 

● Two (2) additional books from the reading list. 
 

 

FICTION  

 
Classics 
 
Dracula by Bram Stoker -- Having discovered the double identity of the wealthy 
Transylvanian nobleman, Count Dracula, a small group of people vow to rid the 
world of the evil vampire. 
 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley -- Tells the story of a monster that was 
assembled by a scientist from parts of dead bodies who develops a mind of his 
own as he learns to loathe himself and hate his creator. 
 
The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery -- An aviator whose plane is 
forced down in the Sahara Desert encounters a little prince from a small planet 
who relates his adventures in seeking the secret of what is important in life. 
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Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George -- An Eskimo girl lost on the 
North Slope of Alaska is befriended by a pack of wolves. 
 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott -- Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four 
March sisters as they grow into young women in mid-nineteenth-century New 
England.  
 
My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George -- A city boy decides to 
spend one year in the Catskill Mountains living off the land. 
 
Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier -- The tale of the second Mrs. Maxim de Winter, 
who enters the home of her mysterious and enigmatic new husband and learns 
the story of the house's first mistress, to whom the sinister housekeeper is 
unnaturally devoted.  
 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor -- A black family living in 
Mississippi during the Depression of the 1930s is faced with prejudice and 
discrimination which its children do not understand. 
 
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett -- A 10-year-old orphan comes 
to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors where she discovers an invalid 
cousin and the mysteries of a locked garden.  
 
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut -- Kurt Vonnegut's absurdist classic 
Slaughterhouse-Five introduces us to Billy Pilgrim, a man who becomes 'unstuck 
in time' after he is abducted by aliens from the planet Tralfamadore. In a 
plot-scrambling display of virtuosity, we follow Pilgrim simultaneously through all 
phases of his life, concentrating on his (and Vonnegut's) shattering experience as 
an American prisoner of war who witnesses the firebombing of Dresden. 
 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith -- Follows young Francie Nolan, who 
is armed with her idealism and determination, as she struggles to escape from 
the poverty of life in a Brooklyn tenement during the early 1900s. 
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Dystopia  

Delirium by Lauren Oliver -- Lena looks forward to receiving the 
government-mandated cure that prevents the delirium of love and leads to a 
safe, predictable, and happy life, until ninety-five days before her eighteenth 
birthday and her treatment, when she falls in love. 

Feed by M.T. Anderson -- In a future where most people have computer implants 
in their heads to control their environment, a boy meets an unusual girl who is in 
serious trouble. 

Gone by Michael Grant (required for CHOICE) -- In a small town on the coast of 
California, everyone over the age of 14 suddenly disappears, setting up a battle 
between the remaining town residents and the students from a local private 
school, as well as those who have "The Power" and are able to perform 
supernatural feats and those who do not. (Sequels: Hunger; Lies; Plague; Fear; 
Light) 

Legend by Marie Lu -- In a dark future, when North America has split into two 
warring nations, 15-year-olds Day, a famous criminal, and prodigy June, the 
brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common enemy. 
(Sequels: Prodigy; Champion) 

Life As We Knew It by Susan Pfeffer -- Through journal entries 16-year-old 
Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, 
causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. (Sequels: The 
Dead and the Gone; This World We Live In; The Shade of the Moon) 

Scythe by Neal Shusterman -- In a world in which the only way to die is to be 
killed by a scythe, Citra and Rowan compete to earn a position as a scythe’s 
apprentice - a competition that will see the loser die by the hand of the winner. 
(Sequel: Thunderhead) 

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi -- In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer 
scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds 
a beached ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should strip the 
ship or rescue the girl. (Sequel: The Drowned Cities) 

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer -- In a future where humans 
despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patrón, the 
142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the 
United States. (Sequel: The Lord of Opium) 
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The Maze Runner by James Dashner -- Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with 
no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he must work with the 
community in which he finds himself if he is to escape. (Sequels: The Scorch 
Trials; The Death Cure; The Kill Order; The Fever Code) 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld -- Tally is faced with a difficult choice when her new 
friend Shay decides to risk life on the outside rather than submit to the forced 
operation that turns 16-year-old girls into gorgeous beauties, and realizes that 
there is a whole new side to the pretty world that she doesn't like. (Sequels: 
Pretties; Specials; Extras) 

Unwind by Neal Shusterman -- In a future world where those between the ages 
of 13 and 18 can have their lives "unwound" and their body parts harvested for 
use by others, three teens go to extreme lengths to survive until they turn 18.  
(Sequels: UnWholly, UnSouled, UnDivided) 

Warcross by Marie Lu -- After hacking into the Warcross Championships’ 
opening game to track illegal betting, bounty hunter Emika Chen is asked by the 
game’s creator to go undercover to investigate a security problem, and she 
uncovers a sinister plot.  

 

Fantasy / Science Fiction /Magical Realism  

Airman by Eoin Colfer -- In the late 19th century, when Conor Broekhart 
discovers a conspiracy to overthrow the king, he is branded a traitor. Imprisoned 
and forced to mine for diamonds under brutal conditions, he plans a daring 
escape from Little Saltee prison by way of a flying machine that he must design, 
build and, hardest of all, trust to carry him to safety.   

Bruiser by Neal Shusterman -- Inexplicable events start to occur when 
sixteen-year-old twins Tennyson and Brontë befriend a troubled and 
misunderstood outcast, aptly nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody.  

Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card -- Ender, who is the result of genetic 
experimentation, may be the military genius Earth needs in its war against an 
alien enemy. (Book one in the Ender's series: Speaker for the Dead; Xenocide; 
Children of the Mind; Ender's Shadow; Shadow of the Hegemon; Shadow 
Puppets; Shadow of the Giant; Ender in Exile) 
 
Invisibility by Andrea Cremer and David Levithan -- To break his curse of 
invisibility, Stephen is helped by a girl, the only one who can see him. 
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Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Riggs Ransom -- After a 
family tragedy, Jacob feels compelled to explore an abandoned orphanage on an 
island off the coast of Wales, discovering disturbing facts about the children who 
were kept there. (Sequels: Hollow City; Library of Souls) 

The Monstrumologist by Rick Yancey -- In 1888, 12-year-old Will Henry 
chronicles his apprenticeship with Dr. Warthrop, a scientist who hunts and 
studies real-life monsters, as they discover and attempt to destroy a pod of 
Anthropophagi. 

The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater -- Returning champion Sean Kendrick 
competes against Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to ride in the annual Scorpio 
Races, both trying to keep hold of their dangerous water horses long enough to 
make it to the finish line.   

 

Graphic Novels 

Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier -- Catrina and her family have moved to the coast 
of Northern California for the sake of her little sister, Maya, who has cystic 
fibrosis.  Cat is even less happy about the move when she is told that her new 
town is inhabited by ghosts, and Maya sets her heart on meeting one. 
 
Maus by Art Spiegelman -- A memoir about Vladek Spiegelman, a Jewish 
survivor of Hitler’s Europe, and about his son, a cartoonist who tries to come to 
terms with his father, his story, and with history itself. Cartoon format portrays 
Jews as mice and Nazis as cats.  

 

Historical Fiction 

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys -- In 1941, Lina and her family are 
pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where 
her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, 
vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers. 
 
Black Dove White Raven by Elizabeth Wein -- Having moved to Ethiopia to 
avoid the prejudices of 1930s America, Emilia Menotti, her black adoptive brother 
Teo, and their mother Rhoda, a stunt pilot, are devoted to their new country even 
after war with Italy looms, drawing the teens into the conflict. 
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The Book Thief by Markus Zusak -- Trying to make sense of the horrors of 
World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel – a young German girl whose 
book-stealing and storytelling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man 
they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 
 
Grenade by Alan Gratz -- On April 1, 1945 with the battle of Okinawa beginning, 
fourteen-year-old native Okinawan Hideki, drafted into the Blood and Iron 
Student Corps, is handed two grenades and told to go kill American soldiers; 
small for his age Hideki does not really want to kill anyone, he just wants to find 
his family, and his struggle across the island will finally bring him face-to-face 
with Ray, a marine in his very first battle--and the choice he makes then will 
change his life forever. 
 
The Help by Kathryn Stockett -- Limited and persecuted by racial divides in 1962 
Jackson, Mississippi, three women, including an African-American maid, her 
sassy and chronically unemployed friend and a recently graduated white woman, 
team up for a clandestine project.  

The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz -- Desperate for the education her father 
denies her on their Pennsylvania farm, 14-year-old Joan runs away to Baltimore 
in 1911, where a well-to-do Jewish family hires her to help their obstinate, aging 
housekeeper.  

*The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine (required for Popham)-- In 1958 
Little Rock, Arkansas, painfully shy 12-year-old Marlee sees her city and family 
divided over school integration, but her friendship with Liz, a new student, helps 
her find her voice and fight against racism. 

*Lyddie by Katherine Paterson (required for CHOICE) -- When Lyddie and 
younger brother are hired out as servants to help pay off their family farm’s 
debts, Lyddie is determined to find a way to reunite her family. 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani -- Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to 
flee her home with her Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to find 
her voice and make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to her 
deceased Muslim mother in the pages of her diary. 

A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly -- Sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to 
attend college and be a writer against the wishes of her father and boyfriend, 
takes a job at a hotel in 1906 where the death of a guest renews her 
determination to live her own life.  

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys -- In 1945, World War II is drawing to a close in 
East Prussia, and thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward 
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freedom, almost all of them with something to hide. Forced by circumstance to 
unite en route to the ship the Wilhelm Gustloff, three teenagers find their 
strength, courage, and trust in each other tested with each step closer toward 
safety.  

Tamar by Mal Peet -- In England in 1995, 15-year-old Tamar, grief-stricken by 
the puzzling death of her beloved grandfather, slowly begins to uncover the 
secrets of his life in the Dutch resistance during the last year of the Nazi 
occupation of the Netherlands, and the climactic events that forever cast a 
shadow on his life and that of his family. 

 

Mystery 

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie -- Ten strangers--each with a 
sordid past--are summoned by an absent millionaire to a private island off the 
coast of Devon and begin to die one by one upon arrival.  
 
I Am Princess X  by Cherie Priest -- Years after writing stories about a 
superheroine character she created with a best friend who died in a tragic car 
accident, 16 year-old May is shocked to see stickers, patches, and graffiti images 
of the superheroine appearing all over town.  

Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier -- The second Mrs. Maxim de Winter finds it 
difficult and frightening to live in the shadow of her predecessor, a situation that 
is exacerbated by her husband's moodiness and the presence of a sinister 
housekeeper, Mrs. Danvers. 

Shift by Jennifer Bradbury -- When best friends Chris and Win go on a 
cross-country bicycle trek the summer after graduating and only one returns, the 
FBI wants to know what happened. 

What I Saw and How I Lied by Judy Blundell -- In 1947, with her jovial 
stepfather Joe back from the war and family life returning to normal, teenage 
Evie, smitten by the handsome young ex-GI who seems to have a secret hold on 
Joe, finds herself caught in a complicated web of lies whose devastating 
outcome changes her life and that of her family forever. 
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Realistic Fiction  

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie -- 
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian 
Reservation to attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Native 
American is the school mascot.  

All-American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely -- Two teens—one 
black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act that 
leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the country bitterly divided 
by racial tension. 

Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed -- In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream of 
being a teacher even after becoming an indentured servant to pay off her family’s 
debt to the wealthy and corrupt Khan family.  

The Contender by Robert Lipsyte -- After a successful start in a boxing career, a 
Harlem high school dropout decides that competing in the ring isn't enough of life 
and resolves to aim for different goals. 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander -- Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars 
Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court as their father 
ignores his declining health.  (Prequel: Rebound) 

Far From the Tree by Robin Benway -- Grace, adopted at birth, is raised as an 
only child. At sixteen she's just put her own baby up for adoption, and now is 
looking for her biological family. She discovers Maya, her loudmouthed younger 
bio twin sister who was also adopted ; and Joaquin, their stoic older bio brother, 
who has no interest in bonding over their shared biological mother after 
seventeen years in the foster care system. Grace struggles between cautious joy 
at having found them, and the true meaning of family in all its forms. 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green -- Despite the medical miracle that has 
bought her a few more years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, but 
when Augustus Waters suddenly appears at the Cancer Kid Support Group, 
Hazel's story is about to be rewritten. 

The Final Four by Paul Volponi -- Four players at the Final Four of the NCAA 
basketball tournament struggle with the pressures of tournament play and the 
expectations of society at large.  

The Future of Us by Jay Asher and Carolyn Mackler -- Emma gets her first 
computer and an America Online CD-ROM in 1996, and when her best friend 
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Josh visits and they log on, they discover themselves on Facebook 15 years in 
the future.  

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson -- “When six students are chosen to 
participate in a weekly talk with no adults allowed, they discover that when 
they’re together, it’s safe to share the hopes and dreams they have to hide from 
the rest of the world.” --Provided by publisher. 

Marcelo in the Real World by Francisco X. Stork -- Marcelo Sandoval, a 
17-year-old boy on the high-functioning end of the autistic spectrum, faces new 
challenges, including romance and injustice, when he goes to work for his father 
in the mailroom of a corporate law firm. 

The Memory of Things by Gae Polisner -- On the morning of September 11, 
2001, 16-year-old Kyle Donohue watches the first twin tower come down from 
the window of Stuyvesant High School. Moments later, terrified and fleeing home 
to safety, he stumbles across a girl covered in ash. With his mother in California 
and unable to reach his father, Kyle decides to bring the girl home.  

Mindblind by Jennifer Roy -- Fourteen-year-old Nathaniel Clark, who has 
Asperger's Syndrome, tries to prove that he is a genius by writing songs for his 
rock band, so that he can become a member of the prestigious Aldus Institute, 
the premier organization for the profoundly gifted. 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers -- While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, 
sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the 
courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course 
his life has taken. 

Notes from the Midnight Driver by Jordan Sonnenblick -- After being assigned 
to perform community service at a nursing home, 16-year-old Alex befriends a 
cantankerous old man who has some lessons to impart about jazz guitar playing, 
love, and forgiveness.  

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary D. Schmidt -- "Jack, 12, tells the gripping story of 
Joseph, 14, who joins his family as a foster child. Damaged in prison, Joseph 
wants nothing more than to find his baby daughter, Jupiter, whom he has never 
seen. When Joseph has begun to believe he'll have a future, he is confronted by 
demons from his past that force a tragic sacrifice.”  

The Skin I’m In by Sharon G. Flake -- Thirteen-year-old Maleeka, uncomfortable 
because her skin is extremely dark, meets a new teacher with a birthmark on her 
face and makes some discoveries about how to love who she is and what she 
looks like. 
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Tangerine by Edward Bloor -- Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of 
his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near 
blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. 

The Things a Brother Knows by Dana Reinhardt -- Although they have never 
gotten along well, 17-year-old Levi follows his older brother Boaz, an ex-Marine, 
on a walking trip from Boston to Washington, D.C. in hopes of learning why Boaz 
is completely withdrawn. 

*The Wave by Todd Strasser (required for Popham)-- Presents a fictionalization 
of a real experiment at a California high school in which a history teacher started 
a fascist youth movement in an effort to show his students that the Holocaust 
could indeed happen again. 

You Bring the Distant Near by Mitali Perkins -- From 1965 through the present, 
an Indian American family adjusts to life in New York City, alternately fending off 
and welcoming challenges to their own traditions. You Bring the Distant Near 
explores sisterhood, first loves, friendship, and the inheritance of culture--for 
better or worse. From a grandmother worried that her children are losing their 
Indian identity to a daughter wrapped up in a forbidden biracial love affair to a 
granddaughter social-activist fighting to preserve Bengali tigers, Perkins weaves 
together the threads of a family growing into an American identity. 
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NON-FICTION 

  
Almost Astronauts: The True Story of the “Mercury 13” Women by Tanya 
Lee Stone -- Presents the story of the 13 women connected with NASA's 
Mercury 13 space mission, who braved prejudice and jealousy to make their 
mark and open the door for the female pilots and space commanders that would 
soon follow. 
 
An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth: What Going To Space Taught me 
About Ingenuity, Determination and Being Prepared for Anything by Chris 
Hadfield -- Takes readers deep into his years of training and space exploration to 
show how to make the impossible possible. Through eye-opening, entertaining 
stories, his vivid and refreshing insights will teach you how to think like an 
astronaut and will change, completely, the way you view life on Earth--especially 
your own.  
 
Becoming Nicole: The Transformation of an American Family by Amy Ellis 
Nutt -- Presents the story of a politically conservative New England family whose 
son identified as a girl, Nicole, and how they overcame their confusion and fear 
to champion transgender rights and allow Nicole to be herself. 
 
Born a Crime (young adult edition) by Trevor Noah -- The host of "The Daily 
Show With Trevor Noah" traces his wild coming of age during the twilight of 
apartheid in South Africa and the tumultuous days of freedom that followed, 
offering insight into the farcical aspects of the political and social systems of 
today's world. 
 
The Boys in the Boat (young adult edition) by Daniel James Brown -- 
Celebrates the 1936 U.S. men’s Olympic eight-oar rowing team -- nine working 
class boys who transformed the sport and earned the attention of millions of 
Americans.    
 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson -- "The author shares her 
childhood memories and reveals the first sparks that ignited her writing career in 
free-verse poems about growing up in the North and South." --Provided by 
publisher  
 
Chew on This: Everything You Don’t Want to Know About Fast Food by Eric 
Schlosser -- Examines the fast food industry with facts about its evolution and 
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practices, the effects of fast food consumption on public health, and the 
international success of fast food. 
 
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip M. Hoose -- Presents the 
life of the Alabama teenager who played an integral but little-known role in the 
Montgomery bus strike of 1955-1956, once by refusing to give up a bus seat, and 
again, by becoming a plaintiff in the landmark civil rights case against the bus 
company. 
 
Courage Has No Color by Tanya Lee Stone -- Tells the story of America's first 
black paratroopers during World War II. 
 
The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, and the Fall of Imperial Russia by 
Candace Fleming -- Traces the story of the Russian Revolution, the lives of the 
Romanov family, and the story of their tragic deaths, in an account that draws on 
primary-source materials and includes period photography.   
 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater -- Tells the true story of an agender teen who was 
set on fire by another teen while riding a bus in Oakland, a crime that focuses on 
the concepts of race, class, gender, crime, and punishment. If it weren't for the 
57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high school 
students from Oakland, California but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a 
white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. 
Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large 
public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one 
afternoon on the bus ride home, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, 
and Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. 
 
Flesh & Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and its Legacy by Albert Marrin -- 
Describes the conditions in the textile industry in the early 20th century behind 
the fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company and explains the fire’s impact on the 
labor movement and society. 
 
GO: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design by Chip Kidd -- Graphic designer Chip             
Kidd describes the elements of graphic design, including form, function, color,           
and typography.  
 
Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow by Susan Campbell Bartoletti -- A 
photo-illustrated look at the youth organizations Adolf Hitler founded and used to 
meet his socio-political and military ends; includes profiles of individual Hitler 
Youth members as well as young people who opposed the Nazis, such as Hans 
and Sophie Scholl. 
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Hoop Dreams: A True Story of Hardship and Triumph by Ben Joravsky -- A 
study of the struggles of Arthur Agee and William Gates to win college 
scholarships and positions on professional teams follows the stories of their 
families, relationships, and personal aspirations.  
 
I Am Malala (young adult edition) by Malala Yousafzai --  Documents the 
educational pursuits of the Nobel Peace Prize winner who became an 
international symbol of hope and inspiration when she challenged the traditions 
of her Pakistan community, offering insight into the influential role of her 
courageous father.   
 
Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster by Jon 
Krakauer -- The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest during 
its deadliest season and examines what it is about the mountain that makes 
people willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense. 
 
March: Book Three by John Lewis -- By the fall of 1963 with the Civil Rights 
Movement underway, John Lewis, the chairman of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) continues to force the nation to confront its 
ongoing blatant injustice, but for every step forward, the danger grows more 
intense. Graphic nonfiction.  
 
Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great Survivor B95 by Phillip M.             
Hoose -- Documents the survival tale of an intrepid shorebird that has endured             
annual migrations between Argentina and the Canadian Arctic throughout the          
course of a long lifetime while his species continues to decline. 
 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma: The Secrets Behind What You Eat by Michael          
Pollan, adapted by Richie Chevat -- Delves into facts about food, life expectancy             
as it relates to consumption, and global health implications resulting from food            
choices made by people around the world, encouraging readers to consider their            
food choices and eating habits.  
 
Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek by Maya Van Wagenen -- 
Documents a high schooler's year-long attempt to change her social status from 
misfit to member of the "in" crowd by following advice in a 1950s popularity 
guide, an experiment that triggered embarrassment, humor, and surprises.  
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“The President Has Been Shot!” The Assassination of John F. Kennedy by 
James L. Swanson -- Recounts the 35th president's assassination and details 
key events while sharing informative back matter and archival photographs.  
 
The Promise of a Pencil by Adam Braun -- Details how Adam Braun, inspired 
after meeting a begging young boy on the streets of India, quit his job at Bain & 
Company to start up the organization Pencils of Promise, which has since built 
more than two hundred schools around the world. 
 
Samurai Rising by Pamela Turner -- Minamoto Yoshitsune should not have 
been a samurai. When Yoshitsune was just a baby, his father went to war with a 
rival samurai family--and lost. His father was killed, his mother captured, and his 
surviving half-brother banished. Yoshitsune was sent away to live in a 
monastery. When the time came to rise up against their enemies, Yoshitsune 
answered the call. His daring feats and impossible bravery earned him 
immortality. 
 
Spooked!: How a radio broadcast and The war of the worlds sparked the 
1938 invasion of America by Gail Jarrow -- Looks at the War of the worlds radio 
broadcast from 1938 and looks at the artists behind the broadcast, the broadcast 
itself, the aftermath, and the repercussions of "fake news" today. 
 
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Differently: A Biography by Karen 
Blumenthal -- Presents the life and career of the computer industry visionary, 
from his early life and creation of Apple Computer at the age of twenty to his 
accomplishments in technology and design. 
 
Sugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery, Freedom, and            
Science by Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos -- Traces the panoramic story of            
the sweet substance and its important role in shaping world history. 
 
Tanya Lee Stone Examines The Good, the Bad, and the Barbie: A Doll’s            
History and Her Impact on Us by Tanya Lee Stone -- How the Barbie doll              
became the icon that she is and the impact she has had on our culture through                
passionate anecdotes and memories from a range of girls and women. 
 
Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and           
Changed the World by Sy Montgomery -- An authorized portrait about Grandin's           
life with autism and her groundbreaking work as a scientist and designer of             
cruelty-free livestock facilities.  
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Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below the           
Chilean Desert by Marc Aronson -- Describes the rescue of 33 miners trapped in             
a copper-gold mine in San Jose, Chile and how experts from around the world,              
from drillers, to astronauts, to submarine specialists, came together to make their            
remarkable rescue possible. 
 
Unbroken (young adult edition) by Laura Hillenbrand. -- A biography of 
Olympic runner and World War II bombardier Louis Zamperini, who had been 
rambunctious in childhood before succeeding in track and eventually serving in 
the military, which led to a trial in which he was forced to find a way to survive in 
the open ocean after being shot down.    
 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team by 
Steve Sheinkin -- Before they became legends, Jim Thorpe and Pop Warner met 
at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, where they forged one of the winningest 
teams in American football history.  
 
World without Fish by Mark Kurlansky -- Examines the threats to the survival of 
fish in the world's oceans, discussing the damage caused by various types of 
fishing equipment, the impact of politics on the regulation of fishing, and the 
harmful effects of overfishing, pollution, and global warming. 
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