
Google Sites
Digital Literacy, Mobiles, Cloud Computing Top Horizon List

For ten years, the New Media 
Consortium’s Horizon Report has 
helped educators understand 
“emerging technologies likely to 
have a large impact on teaching, 
learning, research, or creative 
expression within education.” 
Among the important trends 
recently identified by the report 
are Social Networking (2007), 
Grassroots Video (2008), Geo-
Everything (2009). This year’s 
report addresses topics we have 
thought a lot about ourselves, 
including digital literacy, mobile 
devices and cloud computing.

We have written previously about 
the Middle School’s ambitious 
pilot of Google Docs. With 
accounts created for every 
student and teacher, the total 
number of documents 
approaching 5000, and activity 

logs showing as many as 150 or 
more log-ins a day, our 
experience confirms The Horizon 
Report’s assertion that “Cloud 
computing has already 
transformed the way 
users of the Internet 
think about computing 
and communication, 
data storage and 
access, and 
collaborative work.” 

To date, text files 
(Google Docs) have 
represented the majority 
of the content created in 
our Google domain. Over the last 
several weeks, with every seventh 
grader creating a Human Rights 
Portfolio, we have seen a surge in 
the use of Google Sites.

Professional applications like 
Dreamweaver are not obsolete, 

but students have found Google 
Sites easy-to-use and ideal for 
projects which collect, link to, and 
share content. Finally, nothing 

beats the anywhere, any time 
access and opportunities for 
collaboration! 

For more information:
Horizon Report
Google Sites

Google Sites
Create web sites with 

text, images, 
hyperlinks, attached 

files, and comments. 
include google docs 

and presentations, 
even interactive maps.

Work alone or as a part 
of a group, using only a 

web browser.

SMS projects include 
Egypt Museum, Slavery 

in Scarsdale  and 
Human Rights 

Portfolio.
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“The reason cloud computing is so 
relevant in the near-term horizon 
is that it has opened doors for 
more flexibility, more space, more 
collaboration, and ultimately, more 
creative uses of Internet resources 
for educators to incorporate in 
their classrooms.”

http://www.nmc.org/pdf/2011-Horizon-Report-K12.pdf
http://www.nmc.org/pdf/2011-Horizon-Report-K12.pdf
http://www.google.com/sites/overview.html
http://www.google.com/sites/overview.html

