
Art Project (powered by Google)
Technology as a Lens for the Study of the Humanities 

Several recent Google 
initiatives apply technology 
familiar to all Google users to 
the study of the humanities. 
Most recently, The Art Project 
– an exciting collaboration 
between Google and, at 
present, seventeen major 
museums, including the Frick, 
the Met, and MOMA in New 
York – allows users to move 
virtually through museum 
galleries using Google’s 
mapping interface. The 
project’s Website displays 
high-resolution images of 
artworks as well as information 
about the works. A user is 
even able to “save” (curate?) a 

collection of their own, which 
can be shared with others.

Humanities 2.0, a recent New 
York Times series, discusses 
Interesting uses of mapping, 
geospatial and data 
visualization resources by 
scholars in a variety of fields. 
In one article, maps are used 
to show the circulation of 
ideas in the Enlightenment. In 
a second example, maps allow 
us to visualize Jefferson’s 
travels, correspondence and 
even his retirement library. A 
second piece describes 
Ngram, the application of 
Google search technology to 
the analysis of literature. This 

simplistic/fascinating tool 
allows users to track language 
frequency (and, therefore, 
themes over time). Try it. 

To Learn More

•Art Project

•Art Project’s Visitor Guide

•Art Project’s YouTube 
Channel

•Humanities 2.0 Blog

•Ngram from Google Labs.

•Geo/Visualization  Doug 
Rose’s Wiki collecting 
examples of geospatial and 
data visualization. (Log in 
using SMS network 
account.)

googleartproject.com

This exciting project – 
available in Google 

Maps (background) 
and from a related 

Website (foreground) 
– allows users to 
“navigate” major 

museums and 
works of art using 

a set of tools 
familiar to users 

of Google Maps 
and Google 

Earth.
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