
Microsoft Office 2011
a new look for Word, Powerpoint and Excel

On April 5, we are offering         
FreshBytes: Microsoft Office 
2011 for the Mac, the second 
workshop in our Spring 
EarlyBird Technology Series. 
Learn about the exciting new 
versions of Word, PowerPoint 
and Excel, and be among the 
first to use what one reviewer 
calls “the best set of tools 
Microsoft has sent the Mac’s 
way in nearly two 
decades.” (Hiner)

Many reviews allude, with 
excitement, to how the new 
versions of Word, Powerpoint 
and Excel are faster and will 
be more familiar to PC users. 
(It will be of interest to some 

that Office 2011 provides Mac 
users with a native version of 
the email client Outlook for the 
first time.) Still, for many of us, 
some of Office’s new features 
are very iWork-like.

All three applications open in a 
Template Gallery that has a 
much more contemporary feel 
than previous versions of 
Office; and for the first time, a 
Media Browser links to a 
user’s iPhoto or iTunes library. 

Office’s Ribbons toolbars can 
still overwhelm, but they seem 
less cumbersome. There is 
some nice support for 
formatting using Dynamic 
Layers and Visual Styles. 

Teachers of writing will be 
intrigued by Word’s Review 
Tab. Math and Science 
teachers may be pleased with 
Word’s Equation Editor and 
Excel’s SmartArt Charts. 
Everyone will like Powerpoint’s 
new transitions, animations, 
and the (Keynote-inspired) 
Presenter View.

Office 2011’s three main 
applications even include 
Google Docs-like cloud-based 
access and collaboration.

Early Bird Workshops are from 
7:15 - 8:00 in Cooper 159. 
Lunch and Learn sessions will 
be held in the Cooper 
Computer Lab.

Office 2011

Office ‘11‘s 
“components actually 

feel like Mac 
programs... . if 

past versions of 
Office have 

permanently put 
you off the suite it’s  

time to allay those 
fears.”(Kirk Hiner, 

AppleTell)

More information 
Walt Mossberg (Wall 

Street Journal) Positive
David Pogue (The New 

York Times) Negative
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http://ptech.allthingsd.com/20101013/microsoft-office-2011-mac-review/
http://ptech.allthingsd.com/20101013/microsoft-office-2011-mac-review/
http://pogue.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/21/office-for-mac-isnt-an-improvement/
http://pogue.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/21/office-for-mac-isnt-an-improvement/

