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Instructional Design Using Themes

Designing the AP French Language and Culture course around themes promotes the 
inclusion of a variety of language concepts into a context that is interesting, meaningful 
and worth exploring. Themes provide an integrated approach to teaching and learning, 
bring content to the language lesson and connect the modes of communication in 
meaningful ways. They help teachers integrate language, content and culture into an 
interrelated series of lessons and activities that promote the use of the language in a 
variety of contexts. A theme may be used to plan a brief unit of study, a comprehensive 
unit spanning a greater period of time or to connect with AP courses in other disciplines.

The AP French Language and Culture course is structured around six themes: 

Global 
Challenges

Beauty and 
Aesthetics

Families and 
Communities

Personal and  
Public Identities

Science and 
Technology

Contemporary 
Life

Themes
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Recommended Contexts and Essential Questions 

Each theme includes a number of recommended contexts for exploration. Teachers 
are encouraged to engage students in the various themes by considering historical, 
contemporary and future perspectives as appropriate. Teachers should assume flexibility 
in resource selection and instructional exploration of the six themes. The recommended 
contexts are not intended as prescriptive or required, but rather, they serve as suggestions 
for addressing the themes. 

One way to design instruction with the themes is to identify overarching essential questions 
to motivate learners and to guide classroom investigations, learning activities and 
performance assessments. Essential questions are designed to spark curiosity and engage 
students in real life problem solving tasks. They allow students to investigate and express 
different views on real world issues, make connections to other disciplines and compare 
aspects of the target culture(s) to their own. Essential questions also lend themselves well 
to interdisciplinary inquiry, asking students to apply skills and perspectives across content 
areas while working with content from language, literature and cultures of the French-
speaking world. 

Integrating Themes, Recommended Contexts  
and Essential Questions

AP French teachers are encouraged to consider the interconnectedness of the themes.  
A unit on environmental issues (Global Challenges) might, for example, touch upon 
recommended contexts from more than one theme. Students might study inventions 
as catalysts of change over time (Science and Technology), influences from religious 
beliefs or social values (Personal and Public Identities), or the aesthetics of eco-friendly 
architecture (Beauty and Aesthetics).

The recommended contexts for exploring a theme can be varied depending on available 
authentic materials, teacher-developed resources and commercially produced materials, 
as well as teacher creativity and student interest. The design of the course should include 
essential questions that will capture students’ interest, engaging authentic materials and 
learning activities that help students consider themes across time and across cultures. 

It should be noted that literature is not merely a recommended context for one of the 
course themes (Beauty and Aesthetics), but should serve as a powerful vehicle for 
delivering content to address all of the themes. Literary works may be incorporated 
throughout the AP French Language and Culture course, and in relation to a variety of 
themes, such as the environment (Global Challenges), rites of passage (Contemporary 
Life), or issues of cultural assimilation (Personal and Public Identities).
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Themes, Recommended Contexts and  
Overarching Essential Questions 

Theme: Global Challenges / Les défis mondiaux 

      Recommended Contexts: 

Diversity Issues / •	 La tolérance
Economic Issues / •	 L’économie
Environmental Issues / •	 L’environnement
Health Issues / •	 La santé
Human Rights / •	 Les droits de l ’être humain
Nutrition and Food Safety / •	 L’alimentation
Peace and War / •	 La paix et la guerre

      Overarching Essential Questions: 

What environmental, political and social issues pose challenges to societies •	
throughout the world?  
What are the origins of those issues?•	
What are possible solutions to those challenges?•	

Theme: Science and Technology / La science et la technologie 

      Recommended Contexts: 

Current Research Topics / •	 La recherche et ses nouvelles frontières
Discoveries and Inventions / •	 Les découvertes et les inventions
Ethical Questions / •	 Les choix moraux
Future Technologies /•	  L’avenir de la technologie
Intellectual Property /•	  La propriété intellectuelle
The New Media /•	  Les nouveaux moyens de communication
Social Impact of Technology /•	  La technologie et ses effets sur la société

      Overarching Essential Questions: 

How do developments in science and technology affect our lives?•	
What factors have driven innovation and discovery in the fields of science  •	
and technology?
What role do ethics play in scientific advancement?•	
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Theme: Contemporary Life / La vie contemporaine 

      Recommended Contexts: 

Advertising and Marketing / •	 La publicité et le marketing
Education / •	 L’éducation et l’enseignement
Holidays and Celebrations / •	 Les fêtes
Housing and Shelter /•	  Le logement
Leisure and Sports / •	 Les loisirs et le sport
Professions /•	  Le monde du travail
Rites of Passage / •	 Les rites de passage
Travel /•	  Les voyages

      Overarching Essential Questions: 

How do societies and individuals define quality of life?•	
How is contemporary life influenced by cultural products, practices  •	
and perspectives?
What are the challenges of contemporary life?•	

Theme: Personal and Public Identities / La quête de soi 

      Recommended Contexts: 

Alienation and Assimilation /•	  L’aliénation et l’assimilation
Beliefs and Values / •	 Les croyances et les systèmes de valeurs
Gender and Sexuality / •	 Les sexes et la sexualité
Language and Identity /•	  La langue et l’identité 
Multiculturalism / •	 Le pluriculturalisme
Nationalism and Patriotism /•	  Le nationalisme et le patriotisme

      Overarching Essential Questions:

How are aspects of identity expressed in various situations?•	
How do language and culture influence identity?•	
How does one’s identity develop over time?•	
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Theme: Families and Communities / La famille et la communauté 

      Recommended Contexts: 

Age and Class / •	 Les rapports sociaux
Childhood and Adolescence / •	 L’enfance et l’adolescence
Citizenship / •	 La citoyenneté
Customs and Ceremonies / •	 Les coutumes
Family Structures / •	 La famille
Friendship and Love /•	  L’amitié et l’amour

Overarching Essential Questions:

What constitutes a family in different societies?•	
How do individuals contribute to the well-being of communities?•	
How do the roles that families and communities assume differ in societies •	
around the world?

Theme: Beauty and Aesthetics / L’esthétique 

      Recommended Contexts: 

Architecture / •	 L’architecture
Contributions to World Artistic Heritage / •	 Le patrimoine
Ideals of Beauty /•	  Le beau
Literature /•	  Les arts littéraires
Music / •	 La musique
Performing Arts / •	 Les arts du spectacle
Visual Arts /•	  Les arts visuels

Overarching Essential Questions: 

How are perceptions of beauty and creativity established?•	
How do ideals of beauty and aesthetics influence daily life?•	
How do the arts both challenge and reflect cultural perspectives?•	


