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Greenacres School Building Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, December 9, 2015, at Greenacres 

 
 
Stuart Mattey, Assistant Superintendent for Business, convened the meeting at 9:08 am, and obtained 

the Committee’s approval of the minutes of the previous meeting.  

The Committee then heard an update from Lynne Clark on her recent conversation with Assembly 

Member Amy Paulin concerning the process for closing Huntington Avenue. In order to obtain 

approval for either a full or partial closure, petitioners would need to prove that the road is not 

necessary for traffic flow (which might entail commissioning a traffic study). The procedure is that the 

Board of Education petitions the Village of Scarsdale for closure, and the Village then petitions the 

New York State Legislature for a Home Rule measure.  The last time this was attempted (2011-2012), 

the process got as far as the Legislature, where it stalled. 

Discussion followed on the problems of redirecting traffic flow, especially during school drop-off and 

pickup times. If partial closure is sought, it would need to be in a limited time frame: on school days 

only, and between drop-off and pickup times. There was discussion on whether a strong case could be 

made at all for even partial closure. It was noted that student safety would be the strongest argument 

in its favor.  

Discussion then followed on stopgap measures, such as hiring aides to help with student crossings. It 

was noted that crossing guards are deployed by the Police Department. They are not District 

employees, who would not be empowered to guarantee the safety of the road. This is a liability issue. 

It was agreed that although Huntington Avenue closure approval may be pursued, it must be 

completely separated from building construction approvals so as not to complicate or impair that 

process. 

Mr. Mattey then turned the meeting over to Russ Davidson, partner in the District architectural firm 

KG&D, who presented a draft document delineating process, input, and Committee 

recommendations. He then reviewed each bullet point in the draft with the Committee, which 

debated wording and the inclusion and exclusion of various items of information. Mr. Davidson did 

some on-the-spot editing of the document. He will work on it further and circulate a revised version 

for Committee review. A final draft will then be circulated for Committee approval before it is 

submitted to the Board of Education in January. 

Mr. Mattey adjourned the meeting at 10:50 am. 
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