
2014 WORKSHOP CATALOG

Welcome to the 2014 Young Writers’ Workshop Programming Guide  

To register:

	 •	Please choose 5 workshops that interest you, then go to the event website  
    beginning January 22nd at http://youngwritersworkshop.eventbrite.com.   
    Select workshop numbers and titles in your order of preference.
	 •	Although you will be assigned to only two workshops, you still must list five  
    in order for your registration to be processed. 
	 •	Registration will run from January 22nd through February 14th.  
    Registration after February 14th will be charged a $10 late fee and subject to  
    workshop availability.
	 •	Late	registrations	will	not	be	accepted	after	February	26th.	 
    All fees are nonrefundable.

We look forward to seeing you at the Middle School on March 22nd!

Master Workshop with C. Alexander London

1. THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE AWESOME:  
CREATING CHARACTERS THAT COME ALIVE 
In this workshop, you’ll discover all the elements that make characters on the page burst to 
life. Whether your characters are humans, cats, dogs, monsters, aliens, or even big sisters, 
you’ll learn how to make them irresistible to readers and how they form the backbone of a 
story. Then you’ll put your creations into all kinds of scenes to find the one that’s right for 

them.	Alexander	London	takes	no	responsibility	for	the	havoc	caused	
by any characters that escape the pages you write, especially if they  
are aliens or big sisters. 

In addition to being the author of the Accidental Adventures series 
and the Dog Tags series, C. Alexander London is an accomplished 
skeet-shooter, a master SCUBA diver, and a fully licensed librarian. He 
has watched television in 23 countries, survived an erupting volcano, a hurricane,  
4 civil wars, and a mysterious bite on his little toe in the jungles of Thailand. Currently,  
C. Alexander London lives in Brooklyn, New York, where he writes books for children and teens.
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Arts & Words

2. LET’S MAKE A BOOK!
Books are made up of different parts: a cover, a spine 
and a text block. In this workshop you will make your 
own book that you’ll be able to use in any way you 
want. You will also learn about grain direction, and 
how to use a very special tool called a bone folder.

Karin B. Reetz has been a freelance book artist since 
her own children were in preschool 18 years ago. She 
is a teaching artist affiliated with Arts Westchester and 
visits schools all over Westchester and New York. 
 
3. FAMOUS POP ARTIST LEADS  
COLLAGE WORKSHOP
Words and letters are everywhere! On packages, signs 
and… everywhere you turn! Turn those letters and 

words into a picture story about 
yourself. With your imagination and 
creativity, recycled materials such 
as cereal boxes, (the artist’s trade-
mark materials) will be used to cre-
ate a modern picture word portrait. 
Pictures do tell stories — especially 
when words and letters are involved.

Michael Albert, a local modern pop artist, author, and 
founder of the Sir Real Fruit Juice Company, will lead 
this workshop. Posters of his colorful collage artworks 
can be found all over the USA and at Cosi Restaurants 
in Westchester and Fairfield counties.

Characters

4. CREATING GREAT CHARACTERS
Katniss Everdeen. Harry Potter. Ramona the Pest.  
Rodrick Heffley. Each of these characters is memo-
rable because the writers who invented them gave 
them lots and lots of details that made each unique 
and interesting. In this workshop you’ll have  
the chance to create memorable characters, and 
write a monologue (a dramatic speech uttered by a 
single character) to share and perform for each other.

Erika Radin teaches after-school drama at Greenacres, 
Fox Meadow and Quaker Ridge. She is also a writer, 
actor, and co-creator of the show Mom’s the Word 
(www.momstheword.info).

Comics

5. YOU CAN BE AN ARCHIE ARTIST  
(AND A WRITER, TOO!)
You will enter the wonderful world 
of Archie Comics by learning, step 
by step, how to draw America’s 
favorite teenager and his friends. 
You will also get a quick lesson in 
creating comic stories. You will 
receive free Archie comics! It’s  
fun and easy!

Angelo DeCesare is an Archie writer 
and storyboard artist. He is also the author/illustrator 
of Anthony the Perfect Monster, a Dr. Seuss Begin-
ner Book and the Flip’s Journal series. “Mr. Angelo” is 
most often found doing author visits and residencies in 
schools throughout the Greater NY area. 

Food & Fun

6. TASTE TEST
How does your family decide 
what computer or TV to buy, 
what movies to see, or even where to go on vaca-
tion? Most people read reviews to help them make 
the best choices and decisions. In this workshop, 
you’ll learn how to write great reviews by writing your 
own chocolate-chip cookie review! You’ll leave the 
workshop with a great article that you’ve written, new 
insight into how writers craft reviews, and a nice, 
full belly! (Parents please note: None of the cookies 
served in this class contain nuts, but all are mass-pro-
duced brands baked in facilities that process nuts.)  

Barbara Solomon Josselsohn is a freelance magazine 
writer specializing in home and family topics published in 
Consumers Digest, The New York Times, Women’s Wear 
Daily, Parents Magazine and others. She has a story in 
the upcoming anthology A Family Treasury of Mitzvah 
Stories and is working on her first middle-grade novel.

7. WILL WRITE FOR FOOD
Whether or not you plan to be the next contestant 
on Master Chef Jr. or Chopped! Teen edition, writing 
about food is a great way to tell the story of YOU. In 
this workshop, you’ll learn how to take a simple food 
memory and weave it into an essay or the beginnings 
of a short story. Food-writer, chef and Scholastic au-
thor, Ramin Ganeshram, will teach you    >>> continued
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the technique of taking a taste-memory and turning 
it into a toothsome tale. What you need to do: Think 
about your best—or worst—meal, or the first thing 
you remember eating. Come to class ready to write 
about it. An in-class exercise will get you started 
thinking about the stories in food in a whole new way.  

Ramin Ganeshram is a journalist and professional chef 
trained at the Institute of Culinary Education in New 
York City, where she has also worked as a chef instruc-
tor. In October 2010, Ganeshram appeared as a judge 
on Food Network’s Throwdown! with Bobby Flay and 
in 2012 on Top 5 for Travel Channel focusing on best 
American Islands. Her next book A Cake for George 
Washington, a picture book about the first president’s 
enslaved African chef, will be released in 2015 by  
Scholastic.

Historical Fiction

8. THE REVOLUTION WITHIN:  
FINDING POWER BY LISTENING TO  
CHARACTERS YOU CREATE
Three years ago, young Egyptians called their na-
tion to rise against oppression through social media. 
Through Facebook, they organized protests which 
eventually lead to the overthrow of their country’s 

corrupt	government.	Looking	at	
this event as an example, you 
will reflect upon and write about 
an injustice you’ve experienced 
or observed, imagine ways to 
rectify it, and create a charac-
ter who takes action to effect 
positive change. You will be 

encouraged to share your thoughts and  
writings with the group.

Patricia Dunn is the author of Rebels By Accident.  
Dunn teaches at Sarah Lawrence College. Her work 
has appeared in Global City Review, Salon.com,  
Women’s eNews, The Christian Science Monitor,  
The Village Voice, The Nation and other publications. 

Alexandra Soiseth is associate director of the MFA 
writing program at Sarah Lawrence and publisher of 
Alikai Press. Her work has appeared on babycenter.com 
and literarymama.com, and in McGill Street Magazine, 
The Ryersonian, and on the radio program LifeRattle. 
Her memoir, Choosing You, was published in 2008.

How-To

9. TURN YOUR EXPERTISE INTO A HOW 
TO GUIDE BOOK OR WEBSITE! 
What’s your passion? Want to turn that intense love 
of sports, online gaming or managing your pets into 
a guide that’s read by other people? If your answer is 
yes,  join the class so you can determine what type 
of expert guide to create for a published book or an 
online	tool.	Learn	how	to	take	what	you	know	best	
and turn it into a book of knowledge for others to 
learn from. 

Jocelyn Greenky Herz is CEO of BriteBean and a  
co-founder of the international lifestyle firm, Colin  
Cowie Lifestyle. She is the author of The Big Sister’s 
Guide to the World of Work: What Every Working Girl 
Must Know, published by Simon & Schuster. She is  
columnist for The Huffington Post and has been an 
advice columnist for Gotham Magazine, Hampton’s 
Magazine and Boca Raton Observer. She is featured  
in WFAS-AM weekly.

 Humor

10. HA, HA, VERY PUNNY!
Where do cartoon ideas come 
from? What makes something 
funny?	Learn	how	to	develop	a	
joke using images and plays-on-
words, puns, double meanings 
and irony. 

Dr. Scott Bookner is a pediatrician 
and author of Curv Your Dog and 
Other Hilarious Cartoons, and  
creator of Curv Your Dog Cartoons.

Mystery &  
Scary Stories

11. HOW TO WRITE A MYSTERY  
A stolen painting, a missing person, a secret door. 
Whether it’s a lost treasure or a best friend gone 
missing, all mysteries have the same basic elements 
in common. In this workshop we will learn about the 
most important ingredients of any mystery, from  
suspects, to motives, to clues and red herrings. We 
will also try our hand at writing a    >>> continued
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short mystery together as a class. Bring your imagi-
nation and be mindful of your pen – you never know 
what might disappear next!

Sheela Chari is the author of Vanished, a 2012  
Children’s Honor Book by the Asian/Pacific-American 
Library Association, an Edgar Award nominee for best 
juvenile mystery, and featured on the Today Show with 
Al’s Book Club for Kids. This is Sheela’s fourth year 
teaching at the Young Writers’ Workshop. She has 
an MFA in creative writing from NYU and is a writing 
instructor at the Rye Arts Center. She lives in Scarsdale 
with her family.

12. THINGS THAT GO 
BUMP IN THE NIGHT
Scary stories – about vam-
pires, werewolves, dark wiz-
ards and gossiping girls (well, 
gossips are scary in a different 
way) – are more popular than ever. What 
makes thrillers so effective? What gives a modern 
reader goose bumps? We’ll discuss what techniques 
a writer can use to heighten tension and set the 
mood. We’ll work on plotting, and then you will delve 
into an opening page from which, let’s hope, every-
one emerges a-l-i-v-e! 

Alice Scovell Coleman is the author of two middle 
reader novels Engraved in Stone and The Spirit of 
Chatsworth Mansion. 

Newspaper

13. BREAKING NEWS
News is breaking, and 
it’s	your	beat!	Learn	how	
to make observations 
at the scene, interview 
eyewitnesses and po-
lice, get comments from 
the mayor or the school 
principal, and dig up all 

the facts you need to write a local news story that all 
your neighbors will want to read.

Linda Leavitt, Editor, The Scarsdale Inquirer. 

14. A PASSION FOR FASHION
Calling all fashionistas! Take a front row seat at the 
runway. As a fashion reporter, you’ll identify and 
describe the latest style trends to write a fun fashion 
story that will lead readers to their place on the “best 
dressed” list. A mini fashion show will be your inspi-
ration, and the result will be an original 
piece of writing — as fabulous as you!

Traci Dutton Ludwig is a staff writer for 
The Scarsdale Inquirer and a freelance 
contributor to Westchester periodicals.  
She enjoys covering women’s fashion 
and is often seen wearing red shoes.

15. HOW TO WRITE YOUR NEWS
What have you seen or heard that you must share 
with someone else? Come with your ideas and learn 
the elements of making that story more engaging to 
draw the reader into the event. We will share those 
ideas and turn them into stories in class. You may 
leave with a news item you can’t wait to share with 
others.

Randall Smith is a veteran financial reporter who writes 
about investing on a freelance basis for the New York 
Times and other publications. Smith was with The Wall 
Street Journal for 30 years and has received both a 
Pulitzer Prize and George Polk award.  He is also the 
author of The Prince of Silicon Valley: Frank Quattrone 
and the Dot-Com Bubble (St. Martin’s Press, 2010).

16. LET’S MAKE SOME  
ENTERTAINMENT NEWS!

From interviewing your favorite singer 
or movie star to covering the Chil-
dren’s Choice Awards, the Grammys 
or the Oscars, learn the basics on 
how to get ready for an interview or 
big event, gather facts, color and 
details and write some Entertainment 
news... in an entertaining way.

Sigal Ratner-Arias is a Venezuelan 
journalist. She is the Spanish Entertain-
ment Editor of The Associated Press 

and covers major events such as the 
Cannes Film Festival, the Latin Grammys and the Oscars. 
She interviews famous singers, movie stars, writers and 
filmmakers and her articles are published internationally 
both in Spanish and English. Sigal is also the author of 64: 
A Novel. She lives in Scarsdale with her family.
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Poetry

17. LOST AND FOUND IN NYC
Found Poetry is the literary version of a collage, 
extracted writing from our world, remixed to create 
something awesome and new.  
Words are everywhere — 
across cereal boxes, on road 
signs, even in your friends’ 
Twitter feed. In this workshop 
we will take an imaginary trip 
to New York City to make 
poems out of subway graffiti, street cart menus, 
and	the	billboards	of	Times	Square.	Look	up,	look	
down! All you need are your eyes and a notebook.

Bonnie Emanuel lives in Greenacres. Her poems have 
appeared or are forthcoming in The Westchester Re-
view, and Podium, the virtual literary journal of the 92nd 
Street Y. She holds a degree in Creative Writing from 
The Residential College at The University of Michigan.

18. PLAYING WITH WORDS
Anyone can

Create acrostic

Riddles by writing the letters

Of a word vertically, then

Starting each line of

The poem

In this way, like a

Crossword Puzzle

Have fun with words by creating acrostic poems, 
magic squares, and Haikus.

Steven Schnur, prize-winning author.

19. YOUR SPORTS, YOUR POEMS
When it comes to creative writing, it’s 
always best to write about what you 
know. And when you’re a sports fan, you 
always seem to know everything there 
is to know and more. It’s time to take 
your love of sports and put some words 
down on paper in the form of the most 
creative type of writing there is —  
POETRY!  Step up to the plate, mid-
court for the tip-off or the goal-line 

and make your own lasting impression of the game.

Todd Sliss is the sports editor for The Scarsdale In-
quirer and a poetry enthusiast. He published Starting 
with a Perfect Game, a collection of 32 poems on the 
National Pastime in 2006.

Speaking Up

20. LEND ME YOUR EARS! PREPARE  
AND DELIVER A GREAT SPEECH
Every day, thousands of people around the world 
stand up to speak before a group — to classmates, 
teammates, customers, business leaders, and TV  
audiences. Unfortunately, too many of these speech-
es are boring. In this workshop, a former Presidential 
speech writer will teach you an approach to making 
the most of every public speaking opportunity, and to 
prepare for any speech with confidence.

John Pollack, a communications consultant for ROI 
Communications, has worked as a foreign correspon-
dent, as a speechwriter on Capitol Hill, and as a Special 
Assistant to the President and Presidential Speechwrit-
er in the Clinton White House. He is the author of Cork 
Boat: A True Story of the Unlikeliest Boat Ever Built and 
The Pun Also Rises: How the Humble Pun Revolution-
ized Language, Changed History, and Made Wordplay 
More Than Some Antics. His forthcoming book, to be 
published in the fall of 2014 is When Bicycles Fly: In-
novation, Persuasion and the Art of Analogy.

21. LET’S DO IT MY WAY!!  
HOW TO GIVE A PERSUASIVE SPEECH
Want to convince your parents, 
friends and teachers to do things 
differently? Maybe you’d like to 
persuade your parents to get you 
a dog, or to raise your allowance? 
Or talk your little brother or sister into staying OUT 
of your room? I can’t guarantee you will get things 
to go your way, but in this workshop you will learn to 
write a terrific persuasive speech, and you will get a 
chance to practice your public speaking skills! 

Patti Lubin is a Senior Advisor and Senior Counsel to 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. She advises the Sena-
tor with respect to public policy and frequently writes 
speeches, briefing materials and talking points on a 
wide range of topics. Despite numerous speeches on 
the topic, she has so far been unsuccessful at persuad-
ing her three children to make their beds each morning.
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22. WRITOPIA LAB PRESENTS:  
SPOKEN WORD!
What makes spoken word different than other writ-
ing? In this workshop you will write your own piece 
and discover how sound, action, rhythm, and acting 

create a performance-
based poem. You will learn 
how these various tech-
niques make your written 
words even more dynamic 
and alive.

Anastasia Guadron is a teacher for Writopia Lab, a 
NYC-based award-winning nonprofit bringing com-
munity, inspiration, and instruction to young writers 
in Westchester and Fairfield counties. Anastasia is a 
published poet and blogger.
 

Sports

23. WRITE ABOUT THE MOST EXCITING 
SPORTS EVENT IN HISTORY
Maybe you weren’t there when the Yankees won the 
2009 World Series — but you can write about it just 
like you were on the field! Through video clips of base-
ball, football, basketball, and more, watch some of the 
most exciting and surprising events in sports history. 
Then recount what you saw — just as a sports journal-
ist would — telling about some of the amazing plays, 
as if you were right there witnessing history.

Jordan Goodman, Scarsdale resident and professional 
journalist, is an author and broadcaster, and owner of 
JG Financial Communications.

24. BE A SPORTSWRITER BEFORE TV 
WAS INVENTED
Nothing can replace being at the game and seeing 
the action in person. But what if you couldn’t be 
there? Before TV was invented in the 1940’s, the 
only way people found out who got the big hit was 
to read about it in the newspapers like the New 
York Times and the New York Post. Sportswriters 
were storytellers who not only gave you the stats, 
but they painted a picture in print. Was it hot or 
cold at the game? Was it raining? Who got hurt and 
was it a dirty play? Readers would hang on their 
every word and by reading an article could feel like 
they were at the game too.

In this workshop you are going to describe your 
favorite sports moment in as much detail as  

possible. Whether it was a professional game or 
your own little league game, your job is to make 
this story come alive so the readers can feel like 
they were there with you.

Scott Waxman of the Waxman Leavell Literary Agency 
works with sports writers and athletes on their books. 
Waxman has represented sports writers such as Jere-
my Schaap of ESPN, Jon Wertheim of Sports Illustrated 
and also worked with sports stars like Victor Cruz, 
Michael Strahan, Michael Oher, Kurt Warner, Cal Ripken 
Jr and David “Big Papi” Ortiz, amongst others.

Stage & Screen

25. THINKING VISUALLY: TURNING YOUR 
STORY INTO A SCREENPLAY
In this hands-on workshop, you’ll learn about charac-
ter development, the power of descriptive language 
and an introduction to writing for the screen. You’ll 
read portions of screenplays, and watch classic 
scenes to learn tricks that help keep your action dra-
matic and your characters active while you practice 
new skills with brief writing activities.  

Darrel Swann has been teaching filmmaking and 
screen writing at the Jacob Burns Film Center and 
Media Arts Lab since 2010. Darrel has been working to 
develop the Digital Music program at The Lab. He spent 
the spring in Bali, Indonesia documenting a professional 
song writing camp. 

26. MAY ALL YOUR WISHES COME TRUE
Have you ever dreamed of writing your 
own play? Or have you ever been in-
spired to create your own script based 
on an idea or wish? If you answered 
yes, then this workshop is for you! 
You will first listen to a story about 
wishes, and then you will learn the 
basic parts of writing a script for your own 
play. You will also have the opportunity to perform 
your play about wishes with your classmates. You 
will leave the workshop with a script template and an 
activity book as an inspiration to continue thinking 
and writing plays about wishes. Don’t you wish you 
could join too?!?

Linda Bress Silbert, the owner of Strong Learning, 
Inc., a tutoring and test prep company in Westchester 
County, and author of the award-winning book, Bessie’s 
Pillow, will lead this exciting play-writing workshop.
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27. THERE IS MORE TO FILMMAKING 
THAN MEETING THE EYE:  
STORY TELLING THROUGH IMAGES
Have you ever watched Tom and Jerry with sound 
shut off? Imagine watching a dramatic TV show like 
Law and Order or The Walking Dead without music - 
not so dramatic right?  When it comes to TV shows, 
cartoons and movies, there is a lot more to telling a 
story than simply the screenplay. This workshop will 
explore how shot types, lighting, sound, and editing 
tell just as much of a story as the dialog. During this 
workshop, you’ll view great examples of how impor-
tant all of these factors are in captivating an audi-
ence, and you’ll create a storyboard complete with 
shot list, sound effects choices, music choices, and 
more to tell the story the way you want to tell it!  
After this workshop you’ll view video in and entirely 
different light!  

Rob Kissner has over 14 years of experience in the 
professional media production world. Working in the 

music business, Rob worked along side 
artists such as Jay Z, Pete Rock, Duran 

Duran and The Jonas Brothers and 
was involved in the post production of 

Across the Universe. Having experience 
in nearly all aspect of media production 

from filmmaking to web design, Rob started The 
Digital Arts Experience in White Plains, which provides 
after school and summer enrichment programs to kids 
and teens in all aspects of the digital arts and computer 
technology. 

Stories

28. TURNING FACT INTO FICTION
What makes you unique? Maybe you think you’re 
different from everyone else — maybe you don’t. But 
everyone has something about their life that makes 
them unique. That’s what we all have in common. So 
how do you take these important facts and turn them 
into a great fictional story? In this workshop we will 
reflect on aspects of our lives and learn how to write 
a story using real details as stepping stones. By the 
end of the workshop you will have a story started and 
an outline to finish your piece. Chances are if you find 
something interesting other people will too. 

Veera Hiranandani is the author of several children’s 
books, including the novel, The Whole Story of Half a 
Girl (Random House), and the upcoming chapter book 
series, Phoebe G. Green, releasing this fall (Grosset and 

Dunlap). She has always enjoyed using aspects of her 
real life to create stories. A former children’s book editor 
and Montessori teacher, Veera is now a full-time writer 
and mom living in Hastings-on-Hudson.

29. IT’S IN THE DETAILS
Teachers tell you all the time to “add more details,” 
but what do they really mean? We will look at brief 
moments in time and the details authors use to de-
scribe them. You will learn what those details are so 
your writing is precise and memorable, and so you 
can help your reader make that “movie in their head.”  

David Besancon, Heathcote teacher.

30. WRITOPIA LAB PRESENTS: 
SHORT SHORT STORY (WITH A TWIST!)
Develop and write your own short short story — 
you will learn the crucial elements along the way 
— characters, plots, resolutions, and unexpected 
twists, and be amazed at the compelling result! 

Léna Roy is a Program Manager and teacher for Writo-
pia Lab, a NYC-based award-winning nonprofit bringing 
community, inspiration, and instruction to young writers 
in Westchester and Fairfield counties. Léna is the author 
of the YA novel, Edges, published by FSG.

31. WRITING STORIES FROM THE HEART: 
FINDING INSPIRATION FROM YOUR  
OWN LIFE
Ever wonder where your favorite authors get their 
best ideas? Many times it comes all from their wild 
imagination, but some of the 
details come from real things 
that happened, or something 
someone once told them. A 
story, an experience, a moment 
that stayed with them for some 
reason, and inspired them.

So take that very special day at the beach, 
and turn it into your characters special day at the 
beach — use those details, the smells, the sounds, 
the funny thing your little brother did and write about 
it from a different perspective. Or maybe that time 
your family almost missed a flight! What did it feel 
like? What made it funny, sad, special? Use it to 
make the same old story your own.

Using your real-life stories can make your fiction writ-
ing very unique and very interesting — just like you!

     >>> continued 
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Beth Ain was raised in Allentown, PA, but fell in love 
with New York City first as a little girl after hot pretzels 
from a corner stand warmed her up on a cold winter 
day, and again later, right after she knocked the mirror 
off of a city bus with her U-Haul the day she moved in. 
The driver quickly forgave her and she quickly decided 
it was the greatest city on earth. She did eventually 
head for the hills of Port Washington, Long Island along 
with her husband and two children, where small-town 
life has no shortage of inspiration, and where she can 
see the Empire State Building on her morning run — 
making it pretty easy to imagine what Jules is up to 
over there. The Starring Jules series was named Best 
New Series of 2013 by Parents Magazine. The third 
book, Starring Jules (Super-Secret Spy Girl), will be 
published in February 2014.

Web & Tech
32. STEP INTO THE  
FUTURE!
Do you ever wonder what the 
future will look like? In this work-
shop, we will learn how writers, 
filmmakers and game designers 
use their creativity to invent the 
world of tomorrow. We will use 

our imaginations to write about the future 
of computers, transportation, and even school! You 
will have an opportunity to share your ideas with 
other students, and you will leave the workshop with 
a written description of your predictions that can be 
shared with your family and friends.

Jerry Crisci, Director of Technology, Scarsdale 
Schools, is a former contributing editor to Electronic 
Learning Magazine, columnist for Kids and Computers 
Magazine, and author of a forthcoming book on the 
future of education. 

33. POST THIS, NOT THAT!  
THE DOS & DON’TS OF PRODUCTIVE  
SOCIAL MEDIA AND BRANDING 
These days everybody is on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, Vine and Snapchat. It’s so 
easy to post information and photos that can 
leave negative impressions —  impressions 
that are nearly impossible to erase. Develop 
better skills and create a positive online  
image with journalist, Brooke Stachyra.  
Together we’ll examine examples of  
successful branding through social media 
channels and epic fails on the part of private individu-
als and corporations to learn the best techniques for 
productive posts.

Brooke Stachyra has worked on the Social Media strat-
egies, communication and branding of People.Com,  
Arm & Hammer and OxiClean. 

34. TURN YOUR PASSION INTO A BLOG!
Blogging and social media are two ways people con-
nect through writing. They have turned their hobby, 
passion or collections into a blog or Tumblr page and 
use social media to relay that information to people 
around the word. It has even led to book deals and 
jobs	in	the	writing	industry.	Learn	the	basics	of	blog-
ging and social media, and how to stay safe on the 
Internet.  Pick a fun topic and get started blogging!

Susan Lulgjuraj is a Managing Editor for Beckett  
Media where she writes about sports cards. Her blog  
A Cardboard Problem was one of the most popular 
card blogs during its time. 

Dan Good is an online web editor for the New York 
Post, focusing on breaking news and social media.


